
SOUTHERN BRAZIL
In the South of Paraná State, Brazil, our work focuses  
on valuing agroecological and agroforestry production 
systems used to produce erva-mate for generations 
in the shade of the Atlantic Forest.

Traditional erva-mate production systems include an assem-
blage of agricultural and agroforestry practices typical of 
family farming and traditional and Indigenous communities 
in Southern Paraná. Erva-mate is a native tree species that 
thrives in the understory of the Atlantic Forest, and its leaves 
are processed and consumed as an infusion across much 
of South America. Precisely because of the way in which 
erva-mate is produced, in native forests and associated with 
traditional and agroecological knowledge, these systems help 
to protect what remains of the Atlantic Forest Biome, providing 
a range of socioenvironmental services.

CEDErva is leading a network of research institutions and 
local organizations to better understand the ongoing impact 
these systems have on family and community well-being, as 
well as the socio-environmental services these systems foster. 
Our network has developed a range of programs with commu-
nities, including a candidacy to gain recognition from the FAO 
as a Globally Important Agricultural Heritage System. The 
FLOW project aims to support and monitor erva-mate–related 
food systems as part of the GIAHS program, identifying inno-
vations that promote food security, environmental regenera-
tion and improved well-being, and documenting the regional 
impacts of sustainable territorial development.

The FLOW Partnership is funded in part by 
the Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council of Canada. Wilfrid Laurier University 
acts as the project’s institutional manager.

PROJECT PARTNERS
CEDErva   |  Embrapa Forestry  |  State University of Ponta Grossa (UEPG)
Embrapa Soils  |  Post-graduate Program in History, UEPG 
FETRAF-PR (Federation of Family Farming Unions of Paraná)
Family Farming Union of São João do Triunfo
COAFTRIL (Cooperative of Family Farmers of São João do Triunfo)
Association of Ecological Farmers of São Francisco Assis
Community Association of the Faxinal de Emboque
Guayaki Yerba Mate Brasil Produção e Comércio LTDA
Observatory for Traditional and Agroecological Erva-mate
Paraná Rural Development Institute - IAPAR-EMATER
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Contact the  
project team.

https://www.worldwildlife.org/places/atlantic-forest
https://www.cederva.org/en
https://www.fao.org/giahs/en
https://www.flowpartnership.org
https://www.flowpartnership.org
https://www.cederva.org/en
https://www.embrapa.br/en/florestas
https://www.uepg.br/
https://www.embrapa.br/en/solos
https://www2.uepg.br/ppgh/
https://www.fetrafparana.org.br/
https://www.facebook.com/sindicato.trabalhadoresrurais.9/
https://www.youtube.com/@Coaftril
https://pt-br.facebook.com/associacaoassisirati/
https://guayaki.com/
https://guayaki.com/
https://www.ervamate.org/
https://www.idrparana.pr.gov.br/
mailto:cederva.br%40gmail.com?subject=FLOW%20Partnership%20contact
mailto:cederva.br%40gmail.com?subject=FLOW%20Partnership%20contact

